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CAMBRIDGE CERTIFICATE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING TO ADULTS



CELTA SYLLABUS AND 

ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES

	Topic 1    Language awareness

	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives


	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	1.1
	Basic concepts and terminology used in ELT for describing form and meaning in language and language use
	· understand and make practical use of the basic terminology used in ELT for describing the form and the structure of English (including its phonology) and the way these are used to express meaning.



	
	
	

	1.2
	Basic concepts and terminology used for describing language skills and sub-skills
	· understand and make practical use of the basic terminology used to describe the skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking, and related sub-skills.

	
	
	

	1.3
	Language description and syllabus design for the teaching of general English to adults
	· understand the basis on which different elements are selected to design a syllabus for the teaching of general English to adults

· use appropriate terms to describe these different elements of language and language use.

	
	
	

	1.4
	The practical significance of similarities and differences between languages


	· identify and be aware of some significant differences between their own language and a foreign language, and demonstrate in practice their understanding of the relevance of some of these differences for the teacher and learner at adult level.

	
	
	

	1.5
	Reference materials for language awareness

	· make practical use of reference books that will help them to develop their understanding, knowledge and awareness of language, and of the problems which adult learners may have.
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	Topic 2  The learner, the teacher and the teaching/learning context



	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives


	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	2.1
	The adult learner’s educational

background and traditions
	· understand in broad terms the educational

      backgrounds of different adult learners, with

      special reference to the pedagogic traditions

      and experiences that they bring to classes.

· make practical use of this understanding and

      demonstrate sensitivity to these backgrounds.



	
	
	

	2.2
	The context for learning and

teaching English at adult level


	· understand in broad terms the context in which teaching is taking place, with special reference to the learners, the physical surroundings and the availability of resources.

· understand the broad range of learning needs including the needs of learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.

· make practical use of this understanding in adapting their teaching to this context.



	
	
	

	2.3
	Different motivations for

learning English as an adult


	· understand in broad terms the different motivations that adults bring to learning English.

· make practical use of this understanding to maintain and develop the motivation of the learners they teach.

	
	
	

	2.4
	Different learning and teaching

styles at adult level


	· understand in broad terms the different learning styles and preferences which adults bring to learning English.

· understand in broad terms the different roles which a teacher may adopt at different stages of teaching and in different teaching/learning contexts.

· make practical use of this understanding in their planning and in teaching.

	
	
	




	Topic 3  Planning for effective teaching of adult learners of English

	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives



	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	3.1
	The principles of planning for effective teaching of adult learners of English


	· understand the importance of planning for effective teaching of adult learners.

· distinguish between different kinds of teaching and different kinds of lessons, and select the kinds of lessons that are most appropriate for particular learners.



	
	
	

	3.2
	Lesson planning for effective teaching of adult learners of English


	· apply in practice the principles of planning for effective teaching, including as appropriate:

· establishing aims and appropriate objectives

· ways of focusing on and practicing specific language

· identifying appropriate skills work

· anticipating difficulties

· staging and timing

· ensuring appropriate roles for the teacher and the learners at different stages of the lesson



	
	
	

	3.3
	The selection and evaluation of appropriate materials and resources for specific lessons 
	· evaluate and select materials and resources for teaching and assessment.

· evaluate, after teaching, the materials and resources chosen



	
	
	

	3.4
	The selection and evaluation of appropriate exercise types, activity types, and tasks for specific lessons 
	· evaluate and select different kinds of exercises, activities and tasks, including those that help to develop learner self-awareness and autonomy.

· evaluate, after teaching, the exercises, activities and tasks chosen.

	
	
	

	3.5
	The evaluation of lesson preparation


	· evaluate their own lesson preparation before, during and after teaching through reflection and by taking note of comments from tutors, colleagues and learners.

· take account of this evaluation in planning future.




	Topic 4      Classroom management and teaching skills for teaching English to adults

	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives



	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	4.1
	The effective organization  of the classroom


	· arrange the physical features of the classroom to suit the learners and the type of lesson.

· set up and manage whole class work, pair work and group work as appropriate.

· ensure a safe learning environment.

	
	
	

	4.2
	Classroom presence and control
	· have a good rapport with learners at all times and foster a constructive learning atmosphere.

	
	
	

	4.3
	Teacher and learner language
	· adjust their own use of language to the level of the class.

· give clear instructions.

· choose appropriate moments, and appropriate strategies, for correcting learners’ language.

	
	
	

	4.4
	The use of teaching materials and resources
	· make appropriate use of a range of materials and resources in relation to specified aims.

· understand the implication of teaching with limited resources.

	
	
	

	4.5
	Practical skills for teaching at a range of levels


	· work successfully with learners at different levels, in the same or separate classes, using appropriate types of classroom activity.

· involve learners of different ability levels in the work of the class and enable them to feel a sense of progress.

	
	
	

	4.6
	The monitoring and evaluation of adult learners
	· review lessons and identify areas where the class as a whole and individual learners have made progress, and where additional support or supplementary work is necessary.

	
	
	

	4.7
	The evaluation of classroom management and monitoring teaching

skills


	· evaluate their performance in this area by monitoring and reflection during and after lessons, and by taking note of comments from tutors and colleagues.

· take account of this evaluation in planning future lessons.
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	Topic 5   Resources and materials for teaching English to adults 

	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives



	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	5.1
	Knowledge of commercially produced resources and materials for teaching English to adults
	· access information about commercially produced resources and materials for teaching and assessing English in the adult classroom.

	
	
	

	5.2
	Knowledge of non-published materials and classroom resources for teaching English to adults
	· develop a practical working knowledge of the availability and use of non-published materials and classroom resources for teaching English to adults.

	
	
	

	5.3
	The selection and evaluation of resources and materials for use in teaching and testing adult learners of English, and for reference


	· select and evaluate resources and materials for teaching English to adults

· develop a practical working knowledge of a range of published resources and materials produced for use by teachers of adult learners of English in:

              – preparing classes

              – teaching

              – assessing progress

	
	
	

	5.4
	The adaptation of resources and materials for specific groups of adult learners of English
	· understand the need for, and begin to put into practice with due regard for the provisions of copyright, the adaptation of commercially produced resources and materials to meet the requirements of specific groups of adult learners.

	
	
	

	5.5
	Effective use of aids and equipment


	· make effective use of available technical aids and media as appropriate.




	Topic 6   Professional development for teachers of English to adults

	

	
	Syllabus content
	Course objectives



	
	
	Successful candidates can:



	6.1
	Self-assessment: understanding the teacher’s own development needs and building on strengths


	· assess their strengths and development needs, make practical use of that assessment and set goals and targets for future development.

· recognize and acknowledge the initial nature and scope of their training so far, and understand the importance of continuing professional development.

	
	
	

	6.2
	Preparation for employment: preparing to be a teacher, colleague and employee
	· listen to, take note of and act as appropriate on comments by tutors, colleagues and learners on their abilities and performance.

· help colleagues by observing and commenting constructively on their lesson plans and lessons.

· demonstrate professional responsibility, by following any institutional code(s) of practice and implementing institutional requirements including

· health and safety procedures, equal opportunities policies, record keeping and time-keeping requirements

· understand the limits of their responsibility with regard to the welfare, health, safety and supervision of learners and know when to assume responsibility themselves or to refer responsibility, ensuring that it has been assumed by someone else.

· take part in a variety of teaching situations and co-operate when being observed by colleagues and supervisors.

· relate, where appropriate, the learner’s language learning needs to learning in other areas.

	
	
	

	6.3
	Professional development: support systems, publications, and courses for teaching English to adults
	· show awareness of the broader educational context in which the teaching/learning of English is situated.

· find out about opportunities for further professional development in teaching English to adults

· develop a practical working knowledge about appropriate professional associations, magazines, journals and publications for teachers entering the field of teaching English Language to adults.
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